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April 6, 1998

Maplie R.. Salas. Socretuy
Feden1 CommUDic:at1ons COmmiSsiOD
1919 M Street, N.W.
VVas~~D.C.20~S4

Dear Ms. Salu:

On behalf oftho Biamarck·MaDdm Development Association CBJ,w,A), I am vnitiDg

today in .upport ofUSWEST's pltition to build aDd operate high

data networ1ca l,Q'oliloca1 accesa transport areas and state boun

The BMDA exiJts to seek out and recruit nlW and existing bu

interestecl in locating or relocatiDg i.o. our fine community. This

more chIlllQiina u 1arpr commuaitiu become better equipped

networks ofi'aing the I.telt tecimology and high.Jpeed on..ramps 0 the lnternet '\\I bUe

smaller commuDitie.likc Bi.marck, North Dakota em only o!"er gat~ lower

capacity networks and Internet links.

Long distance carrien who aurently hive the authority to boil

data transport netWorks in our resi~n have only shown an inter

metropolitan areas such u MinDcapolis, Satt1e and Denver. If

permission to build these networka and prgvide this eueatill . at reuonableprica.

it is likely no company ever will.
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Congress has given the Federal Communications Commission a clear directive to

remove the barriers to deployment of advanced telecommunication capabilities in rural
I

area. Approving the four major provisions contained in the petiti~n by USWESr would

be a show algood filith by the Federal CommuniQtions Commil . D. that it intends to

carry out tbe clear and unambiguous provisiou of the Telecomm .QatioDl Act of \996.

Sincerely,

Ruu liea-
400 E Broadway Ave.
Suite 417
Bismarck, ND 58502
Ph. (701) ~2.SS30
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April 4, 1988

Wdliam E. Kennlf'Q, Chlinnan
lIederal CGmmunlG8tians Commjulon
18.19 M street. N.W.
Washington. C.C. 2CQ3&

1_S. Caacrl1 "VIII.... Sicluy, MoIIt.ua 9:70
l!4!!!: (G) 40-1''19 &Ii. (406) 4I2--SS51

~: ftd(ilyftLCam

William W•.•IPr, EucutiYe Dit~tor
S.... L Vas. AdmiIIiSlralive AsliSla"t

Dear Chairman Kennaru..

I represent an Iccnamicd~Dpm.nt arganlZltion ••lVing Nr'I' 8IIi18m Montana. 'am writing to urge
your Sl.lpport Of tno U.S. We. 1GB ""liaA filing for approv,110 provi4MtldYanaea dlta seMce':actOll
LATA'S to rural ilre;l5 1Ik.e mine. These atlil are ItIIrImIIy &enlftivt to tIIIcommunlCZltians GOSIS II'Id
,ne aVlllabt'I\~ of madcm serviGeI It I·GOmpetitive ... which c(OII not d"'ntago oyr bl.lSln..... nDr
their llbil~ to aampete on .n even "ltiOMllnd inllmllian,' playing field.

The TelecommunlClltlon, Acst of 11M ICIdI'lllM the impo"InCl of providlng a=-s to iidvancecf
telecammunicationl capaDWtY by III Americans 1M gave Chi F.C.C, I mlnar. to r.mave tlarriel"5
adv.....ly imp;lGtin; lhilt~. e.••m MantlNllnet neMIY rural,"a.,.. subjlHll \0 r1igtl QJII, long
waits, and congested Intemat =ncIUlts. Inllr-LATA network Qrvwth, shanenln; I'" distance between
backbon. CGnn~ns. InGl'8lling &YII8m efficiency, reduCi"O callS. snottenlng links, increasing ..Mea
Cllpabilitles. agaregltJ"g seMel mora efftdently. and ol'8ltina I more effiCienl mf,..auuc:tu,. 1TI1Us
!IInse.

cc: Senator Max Baueus
senator Canrad' Bums
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March n, 1998

The Honorable William E. Kennard
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington., DC 20036

Dear Cbainmm Kennard:

It was recently brought to my attention thaI US WEST Communications and others seeking
forbearance pursuant 10 Section 706 ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996 filed petitions
with the Commission.

To many ofus in rural arras oftbe coUJ:1tl'y. the suggestions coDtained in tho: petitions address
many ofthe current regulations that frust:raIe and hinder the deployment ofadvanced telecom
munications capabilities in mral America.

Montana's JW1ior Senator, Conrad Bums, recognized the need for a method ofaddressing the
hamers to infrastructure investment in rural areas and was instrumeotal in authoriDg Section
706 to address same.

We in rural Montana share US WES1"'s concern that it may not provide regional internet back
boDe service because it cannot carry data. traffic across LATA boundaries, that it may never
make economic sense for US WEST to deploy the equipment needed to provide digital sub
scriber line services in thinly populated areas if it cannot~e data traffic from different
LATAs over it own facilities aDd that the Commission's rules may blum US WESTs incen
tives to develop and invest in advanced technologies. Scc:tion 706 was meant to address this
type ofbarriers to inftasuueture investment.

In order to provide equal and affordable internet infrastructure capabilities 10 nual residents, I
urge you and the Commission to address the issues presented in the aforementioned petitions
as expeditiously as possible. Looking forward to a timely response to the ~ons and with
best personal regards, I remain.

SiD=eIy yours, / /. /

(2-( ~.r'.rvi~

G~ VUCKOVICH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tribal
NaultS/iJlana.
R~ JIbIrsiIsg

RI6JIISDIIdapr
F0II1't!dl TtibeJ

Privaze.Noa Profit
.,,__8.~Dir. .. _
,4McanrmL«tt1lDeN - -

N,.,q I1t1rttI,~Mrr.
,W'M~

A1-lMge
p"z,zyecw-. US~
D-c.rar-n. USFS
f\Ian JJ-mI. BLDC

Fedenlliailom
~ony)PtrtiIe
s..lJiI«fDr, USDAIRD
J_ R6t;r.:rs
EZM, USIDOC

Execu1iWDind:or
e:;.".~

~AtIittant

a.iaO'Rourli.e

Cc: FederaJ Communications Commission Members
MT RDP Executive Comrruttee

MONTAN..1 PART/\'£RS IN ACTION
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IIISTOIUC &LOBE JIAIN STREET
POBox662

Globe, AZ 85502
Phone (520) 425-9340
Fax (S20) 425-6154

email: ctglobc@gila.IlCt

April 3, 1991

FcderaJ Communications Carporatiou
1919 M Street, N.W. - Room 814
Stop Code - 0101
WuhingtOD, D.C. 20554

To whom it may concern:
As the Exec;utive Director for a Main Street program in rural Arizona., I feel that

allowing U S WEST to build and operate. high-speed data network that croue' LATA
boundaries will be benefici.al to consumers and will incrClLSC the DUmber ofbusincsscs
draWD to our community.

rr' ~
~LJ1~r ~~.. ' Dir .. eague. ~A.&oIuve edoe
Historic Globe Main Street

~E.~2

** TOTRL PRGE.02 **
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BANNOCK DEVELOPMENTCORPORATIO,

Pocatello D[gL~~cc2j--- - -_.__._~

April 3, 1998

ISU ResearCh and BuSiness Po'
1651 Alvin Riek.en Driv
PocatellO. Idaho 8J2C---------- -----_._-_...._-.-

Magalie R. Salas. Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C 20554

RE.: U.S. West's Petition For Regulatory Relief

Dear Magalie,

My name is Raymond Burstedt, and J am Executive Director ofBannoclc Development
Corporation, a private non-pront corporation, engagedin economic deveJopmem-in the Bannock.
County area of Southeastern Idaho. We are almost entirely a rural community made up of many
small cities separated by long distances. Mostof these cornmw:Wies are notable to have the
technology necessary to support internet. services-due to the·cost and the small number of users.
Allowing U.S. West to supply those technologies to. these communities would help to bring them
into the 21 st century to join the rest ofworld in sophisticated data services such as high speed
internet cOMeetions not now available.

Economic expansion will nOt occur in these remote areas unless we can bring 1hem up to speed
technologically. For that reason alone; granting U.S. West's-~tion would potentially save many
small rural communities in Idaho.

Cordially,

Atlit~c(4u"kf-
Raymond Bwstedt
uecutive Director

Office (208)23J.-3S00 • Fax (208)233-0268 • E·man bdcorp@gemstate.net



Wi\.VEI Supports US WEST proposal for Data
Network

[Follow Cp~ I [ Post Followup 1[ WA VE WWWGeneral BBS 1[ FAQ 1
---------._ _-_.. -----_._._--_ __ ._.__.._.- _.._-_ _._-_.--------_.

Posted by Jack Kendrick on March 26.1998 at 08:38:20

Hi Everybody.

USWEST Comunications currently has a proposal pending in front of the FCC to build a high speed data
communications network that will extend into rural states like Wyoming. It should be a huge step forward
from the services which are currently available. Right now. any long distance carrier could legally build
this network. None of them have done so or are showlI1g much interest. US WEST claims they want to
build this network but in order to justify the investment. they are asking the FCC to allow them to carry
data traffic across LATA boundaries. They are currently prohibited from carrying long distance traffic

I'm not at all certain whether this proposal will be good for WAVE Communications but I'm almost certain
thalll will be good for the State of Wyoming and other rural states

Below is a copy of the letter l sent to the FCC in favor of CS WESTs proposal. If you want 10 add your
support. comments are due by April 6. 1998. The FeCs email address is : USREPORT@fcc.gov and your
correspondence should reference:
Docket No: cc doc 98-26

Regards. Jack

March 25. 1998

RE: Docket No: cc doc 98-26

To Whom it May Concern:

On behalf of WAVE Communications, Inc., a small 'Nyoming based Internet Service
Provider serving Sheridan. Cody, Powell and their surrounding communities, I am
writing to support US WEST Communications' 706 application which we understand
IS currently under consideration by the FCC.

At this time, it is unclear to us whether US WEST's proposal to carry data
traffic ;lCroSS LATA boundaries will hurt or help us and other small ISPs. It
should reduce our cost of bandwidth by reducing the tremendous backhaul charges
that we currently pay to tie onto the internet in other states. It should also
help us bring newer/faster technologies and service to our customers. At the
same tIme. we are suddenly going to find ourselves competing with US WEST for
our anchor tenants. Based on our observation of the experience of small ISPs
nationally, we are confident that we'll be ;lble to effectively compere in the
neVi er1Vlronmenl.

4/21/9K 10:5



rhe elIeCI on our busmess aSide. it is clear to us that this proposal has
tremenJous merit for the State of Wyoming and f()f other rural western states. As
data communications continues to explode towards an ever more pervasive and key
iOle In our natIOnal and international economies. it wiil become increasingly
.:riticai for our rural communities and businesses to have access to high quality
lclecommunications capability. With respect to tncse caoabilities. \ve are
currently "have nots". And more distressmg. with the exception of US WEST's
,:UITent proposal. we arc not aware of any plans bv anv carner to build the
lacililles or network which would give our state ;mything Ciose to parity with
more urban states in the future.

The current regulatory model has not resulted in the level of
telecommunications investment or infrastructure which will be required for our
~'uraj states to prosper in the information age. With regulatory relieL US WEST
apparently intends to make the investments and build the required high-speed
data transport network which we need. This IS clearly a good thing. We urge
the FCC to take favorahle ~\Ction on US WEST Clll111THmicattons proposal

Very truly yours.

John B. Kendrick III
President. WAVE Communications. Inc.

Follow Ups:

Post a Followup

I',j '1;1 n:!,1 1'):)C ssa2e',si2.:,.

Name:

E-Mail:
""j,

Subject: S-e: \'JAVE Support.s us WEST l)ropc~3al :eel': Data Networi

Comments:

4/21NX 10
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JIM IRVIN
eOMMlSSIONI!II. CHA'"MAN

~~ O. JENNINGS
COMMISSIONER

CARl. J. KUNASEK
COMMISSIONER

~~
ARIZONA CORPOR/!\TION COMMISSION

March 23" 1998

0>

J./~"7 C L ,<- •
.lAO: ROSE p",

I;XECVTJVE 5El:MT1UIY

DIFlECT UNE; 602·542·393
E·MAIL: CKUNASEK@CC.STATE.AZ.u

FAX: 602-54~-S56

The Honorable William Kennard. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20036

Dear Chairman Kennard,

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 was enacted in part to promote facilities
based competition that would lead to the development of advanced telecommunications
capabilities for all Americans.

US West and other regional telephone companies have filed petitions under
Section 706 of the Act that would remove the RegUlatory barriers that restrict them from
transporting high-speed data traffic across LATA boundaries.

Arizona and other rural states have not enjoyed the technology explosion in
many of its smaller communities due to a shortage of high-speed transport that is
available in larger metropolitan areas. Rural parts of our country should not be at an
economic disadvantage simply because of regulations that have the effect of limiting
deployment of new technologies.

Your swift approval of the regional telephone company petitions will help speed
data capabilities to all Americans.

Sincerely,

~~.>~~ti.c:c£
Carl J unasek
Commissioner

CJKlbgm

1200 WEST WA5~\NGTON, ~OENIX, ARIZO~A 85007.,996/ £00 WeST CONGRESS mm, TUCSON. ARIZONA 85701· ~ 347

Wdv0:10 86, 20 ~d~
?/;;'"d AJTiO.-! :J TiR:n.-l LS3Msn WdO;0: 10 :36, 20 2:Jdtl



JIM IRVIN
CQMMISStONElI-CtiAIRMAN

RENZ O. JENNINGS
COMMISSIONeR

CARL J. KUNASEl<
COMMISSION~II.

March 27, 1998

•-........

-- ...
ARIZONA CORPORAnON COMMISSION

JACK ROSE
EXEeUTlV! src:m-Jl.m'

The Honorable William Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
\Vashington. D.C. 20036

Dear Chairman Kennard:

With the passage ofthe TelecommuDlcations Act of 1996, Congress directed the FCC to
encourage the deployment of advanced telecommunication services. This was primary done to
ensure that all Americans could benefit from the advent of new technologies from the
telecommunications industry.

Over the past year as a Commissioner of the Arizona Corporation Commission, and most
recently as its Chairman, I have heard from many rural areas that have expressed the need of
access to high-speed data capability services. This is also an issue that I currently face as
Chairman of the Arizona Universal Service FWld working group as we try to bring telephone
service to all areas ofthe state. Without such services. rural businesses, schools. libraries,
goverrunent agencies, law enforeement agencies, and medical facilities are at a considerable
disadvantage as compared to the urban areas. The lack ofhigh-speed data services in rural areas
also results in less telecommuting., less growth outside the urban areas, and increased pollution
for cities where these facilities are abundant.

Currently. there are several petitions before the FCC from many companies requesting the
removal of the imerLATA restrictions on high-speed data transmission. The removal of this
regulatory barrier will allow rural areas to benefit from this technology much faster than
currently available.

I respectfully request your timely approval in granting this action.

Sincerely,

JL!v
Jim Irvin
Commissioner-Chainnan
Arizona Corporation Commission

'zoo WEST WASH1NGTON: PMOENIJI;. AR'ZONA SSOQ7·Z99~ I .:00 WFST CONGFl;S~ srJ!':~;-: T'Jr.SON Al'l'ZONA 857011 J.1?
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"Progress Through Cooperation'

/ Eloy Chamber of Commerce----

April 24, 1998

Federal Communications Corporation
1919 "M" Street, N.W. - Room 814
Stop Code - lOlOl
Washington, D.C. 20554

To Whom It May Concern;

On behalf of the Eloy Chamber of Commerce, we are in support of
US WEST's effor~ to build and operate a hiqh-speed Internet
access data network across LATA boundaries. Telecommunications
infrastruc~ura, availabilit~y and efficiency are vital
components to the growth of new and existing businesses,
agencies, facil.ities, schools and the. quality of life in our
rural commun i ty _

US WBST_ has provided Eloy with affordable
communication s~rvices, thus linking our economic
we belive the data network investment will
consumers and fu~ure growth.

Sincerely,

JOyai,
Eloy Chamber 0

and reliable
resources and
benefit the

.305 North Stuart Boulevard • Eloy, Arizona 85231-2551 • (520) 466-3411 • Fax (520) 466-4696

-----""- ...- ** TOTAL-PAGE~ 02
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PINAL HISPANIC COUNCIL

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES

April 23, 1998

Federal Communications Corporation
1919 M Street. N. W. ·Rm 814
Washington, DC 20554

To whom it may concern:

As the Executive Director for the Pinal Hispanic Council in rural Ari%O~ I feel that allowing U
S West to build and operate a high-speed data network that crosses LATA boUIldaries will be
beneficial to consumers and will increase the number of businesses drawn to our community.

Sincerely,

(YlM
Ralph Varela. CMSW
Executive Director

CENTRO DE AYUDA
J11 N. Main SIr1l'Ct

Do1. AZ SSl31
(52.C) 466.72.91

APR 27 'gA 1?;1~

cnmto 'OX iSPERANZA
519N. Ma\nS~

EIay. AZ SS131
(520) ~6-3643

CENTRO DE UNmAD
SS6 s. AriII::lM alvd.
Coo~• .A2. 85228

(520) 123·7~

------- - ~- -
~~ TnT~1 p~r,~_~?)
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.~ Universd:y of Colorado Health Sciences Center

TeleHealthfI'eleEduc:stion Program

CampIlS Bo1. A062
4200 Ea$t Ninth AVl:llue
Denver. Colorsdo 80262
(303) 315· 7397
Fax (303) 315-2599

Ms. Magalie R. Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20554

Re; CC Docket No. 98-26: Petition of U S West for Relief from
Barriers to Deployment of Advanced Telecommunicatlons Services

Dear Secretary Salas:

1 am Director of the TeleHealth/TeleEducation program at the University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center (UCHSC). The UCHSC is dedicated to the education and training of health
professlonais; the delivery of health care and community scrvice~ and the advancement of knowledge
through research in the health sciences. In achieving these goals, many of our programs arc offered
to students, communities, and practitioners who arc geographically remote from our Denver canlpus.
Through our distance education programs, we provide important avenues for the faculty of the
UCHSC to fulfill the unique role as the State's only academic health sCiences center.

The focus of our TeleHealth/TeleEducation program is to provide access to primary care, education,
and research in rural, underservcd populations through Colorado. We currently utilize established
networks to link nine hospitals using I-I technology. We have begun to pursue additional alliances
and ex.pand programming to other rural communities. It would be wonderful to have another option
and in some cases an option at all when serving the rural communities of our state.

However telemedicine programs are relatively expensive. It is our intent to provide our users with
the most convenient and efficient mode of communications while demonstrating the value of
services which include access to a laq,re network of resources, savings in travel time and costs, and
elimination from isolation in the rural setting. We hope that by allowing U S West to build a data
network across the region will give us more cost effective choices when building out our network.

Therefore, I request that you seriously consider the U S West petition for relief from interLATA
restrictions. I urge you to grant the waiver and enc:ourage them to build out the data network in a
reasonable timeframe.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~·~(%a~
Betty L. ~es
Administrative Director
TeleHealthfTeleEducation Program
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center
and University Hospital

The UriiverslIY of Col.oro.do Hea1lh s.::ience.~ Center i.r cummUled 10 equtlJ opponuniry anJi affirmo./tve acrion
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• 4200 East Ninth Avenue
,Jmtla', Colcmuio 80262

ApTil 28, 1998

---_.._------------~
UNI\lERSIT~( HOSPITA]

vVe practice (Dnat we teach

Ms. Magalie R .. Sallili, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
:919 M SlIcet, N.W.
Washington, D.C.. 20554

Rc; CC Docket ~o. 98·26: Petition of U S West for Relief from
Barriers to Deployment of Advanced Telecommunications
Services

Dcar Secretary Salas:

I am President of University Hospital in Denver, Colorado which IS the teaching hospital for
Colorado's only academic medical center. We treat citizens from throughout the Rocky Mountain
region with state of the m health care. Our physIcians offer skill, cxpcrUse and highly
specialized services (0 Coloradans and to patients from neighboring states and around the nation
and world. University Hospital is the region's leading tertiary cnre and referral center.

We recently leamed that U S WEST filed a petition with the FCC requesting a Wlllvcr of certain
provisions of d\e Telecommunications Act of 1996. As we understand the pention, the waiver is
requested in order to carry data traffic aCrOsS LATA boundaries and state lines.. As current
customers of U S West. we support their petition and look Lorward (0 the day when they can handle
more of our networking needs.

Currently the options wc have when it comes to linking all rural hospitals and practices
throughout Colorado are very expensive. For cxample, wC conduct a teleradiology program in
Trinidad, Colorado that links the doctors at Mount San Rafael Hospital with our doctors here in
Denver, We must use two different carriers and I-I technology to connect the hospitals.. As we
understand the petition. if the waiver is granted w,e could simply use U S West's new Megabits
technology [0 connect our programs in different LATAs at greater speeds and savings.

Many other competitors have entered the data network marketplace. However, due to the rural
naturc of much of our state, the high speed data networks are just not accessible. We urge you to
grant the waiver and allow U S West to offer us another solution. We hope that with the requested
relief. U S West will begin to build a regional data network ill a reasonable timeframe.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sine crely,

{//Dennis C. Brimhall
PresideUl

~ University of Colorado Health Sciences Cenler
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April 291 1998'

Ms. Magalie II Salas, Seaewy
Federal Communic:atiOn3 Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
WashiJl&tOn1 D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Salas:

Re: "Dodr.et No. 9"26~ Petitioll ortT S WEST for Relieffrom Barriers tolDeployment of
Advanced TeJ.ecolDlDaaicaDou Serricn·

I
We respectfUlly req~ that the PCC approve the tr SWEST petition by litl;iDslthe regulatory bmiers
that are preventing deployment ofadvanced tedmo1ogies and services to,al1:~~just as Congress
intended. Doing so would benefit not only U S WEST but every Internet. provider in our area..

Since.rely.

Donald L. Groen, CCE
President and Chief0Eera.tipg,Ot1icer

8laom1q&aa anllcr of Consnlacz Mii5jga SlalClJleDt;

'Ill w -lItghty lMIlU«I_~_,""--~l/f1IWtI.",~~ ,,,,.,,,,,_..fOIJIM'4~~Ut lIIIUL'lI_ - -=- f'aIn'UJs..



AnAlliance ot cemmunil'; andMigrant Heahh

1Ncc..;;;;.sm;;c;r.e

M~23.1998.

William Kemmrd., ChairmaD
Federal Communications Commission

, 1919 M Street. NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

I UI'lderstand -the Federal Communications Commission is considC11ng regulations that will bring
advanced tclc:oomrounieatioDS capabilities to rural America. 1would like to add my voice in
sUpport oftb:s!, ~ew :egulations that will allow U S WEST to build a'high~spc:ed data netWork.

, .
The Tel~olJUDwti~tions Act of1996 ciirccmd the Federal Comn1UIlic~ions Commission to

encourage the deployment ofadvrmced telecommunications to fill Americans in a timely lI18I1Aer.
Arid iftbc deplo~Wasnot occu:rring, the Commission could lake action to remove banie!s.

Many I'Ur'a1 comun.Uutics ii1 IoWa cOntinUe to be frustrated with slow or no existeDt lntemet .
c~tions. Without affordable and accessible high-speed Internet cor..necnons. these
conununities ire being unable to provide the saine services as their metropolitan counte1'Parts
p.,rovtde. Non-metro communities should nat be at an economic disadvan'rage simply because of
antiquated reguJa.tions.

It is my understanding that US WEST is interested in bringing high-speed, broadband Internet to
tUral c~~ties in its 14 state region. However, the current regulations prohibit U S WEST
from providing 'this s.emce: The laDS distance providcIS can build a high-speed, brOadband
L"ltemCtnetwo~ in mral America bm have made no efforts to do so. -lfD S WEST wants to
construct this Internet system and provide rural America with state-of-the-art Im:emet access,; I
SU'Ongly support changing regulations to allow them to do so.

I hope you will favorably consider CC Docke1 98-26 md remove the bamers 1hat will provide
rural America with the same teehnnlogical advantages mat America's largest commwtities enjoy.

Sincerely,

~~
Julie Blum
Executive Director

Expanding Our capacity to Care :;--7"':'-::--:-::-:-.:-::-.-:__------
• Clemens BU~djng. 200 1Ofh St.• 51h Fl.• Des Moines. JA S03C

Phone 515/243-2000. Fax 5151243.S9Jl



Iowa' Association of
Regionall Councils ·

\ I '
I c

IOWA"S'COUNOL5 OF GOVERNMENTS i
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March 23. 1998

WilliamK~Chaim1an
Federal CommlUlications Commission
:1919 M Street, NW .'
Washin~ D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Kennard,

...

As chair of the Icwa'Associalion ofRcgional C~uncils.I-wouldlike add my voice in NPt'Ort
of allowing U ~ WEST to invest in a data network that wouid bring gh-spccd huemet aa::css to

IUral areas. -n.rciughout Iowa there are pockets of communities who businesses and citizens do
. not have aa:ess to affgrdable and fast Internet setVice. This lack. of ordable. hish-speed
'~met u:ccss is obviously a deterrent for recruiting~ business to e communities, The
lack ofatfordable. high-speed Internet acccss is also jeopardizes bus' growth and
dcvaioprnent tQ these communities as more and more business= use Internet to facilitate

:0=:::::::i=commwdtiesE·ec:onomic oppor1IlI>itie,
will expand for all ofrural America. I understand that U S WEST is 'Iling to inv~ in this kind
of telecOmmuniCations infrastructure but is prohibited under current ,aw. I believe it is wrong to
petlaJize rurtl Ameri~by forcing them'to usc antiquated technology ~en a company is willing
to build a network similar to those in larger metropolitan IU'~,

I strongly urge the Fede:ral Commumcations Commission to support C Docl;et 98-26 and bring
affordable....high-speed Internet access to rural America

•

I
Clemens Building ~ 200 10th S1reeT. 5m Roar • Des Moines. Jo'WC S0309 USA • (515) 243-2OD • FAX (515) 243-594)

An Organl2Ofian Serving All Of Iowa , ' •
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Blind copy: Lynn Cundick

1001 B/alne Street
Post Office Box 44
Coldwell. Idaho 83606

May 4, 1998

David Kerrick
-Attorney-

Areo Code 208
Telephone 459-4574

Fax 459-4573

Ms. Magalie R. Salas,
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 98-26: Petition of U S West
for Relief from Barriers to Deployment of
Advanced Telecommunications Services

Dear Secretary Salas:

I am writing to express my support for 0 S WEST'S petition for
regulatory relief for the deployment of advanced telecommunicat"ions
services. I am a lawyer and reside in Caldwell, which is a rural
community west of our capital city of Boise. As you can imagine,
access to high speed data transmission services is critical to the
future of my business, as well as the many clients that I
represent. One group in particular that is greatly interested in
increasing access to the "outsic.e" world is our native america.n
tribes here in the State. In addition to increasing their access
to external groups, many of the tribes are increasing efforts to
work together on issues of common concern and interest. Given the
vast distances that separate the tribes, and the rural nature of
the communities in which ~hey live, the ability to communicate and
share information over a network is critical to the success of
their endeavors.

currently only the largest metropolitan areas in the western region
enjoy fast, efficient connections to the Internet and swift data
transport. An opportunity exists for the FCC to bring those of us
in smaller communities access tQ the advanced telecommunications
products and services that many metropolitan areas already enjoy.
By allowing U S WEST the limited ability ~o transmit data across
regional and state boundaries, the economics of investing in new
facili ties - and using existing: ones - increases our changes of
receiving these advanced services ..

In many rural areas of the West, the only company investing in the
t.l.eommun1~&t1ons infrastructure is IT S WEST. There simply is no
one else that rural schools, hosni tals, small businesses and
families can look to bring fast, easy and cost effective access to
the Internet - either through U S WEST or th=ough their ability to
improve the capab~lities of existing rsps.
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Re: CC Docket No. 98-26: Petition of U S West
for Relief from Barriers to Deployment of
Advanced Telecommunications Services

p
':"]8 1]7'

Unless U S WEST is granted regu.latory relief, I and many of my
clients here in Idaho will still have to use "dirt roads" to
connect to the information superhighway. If U S WEST can construct
an Internet backbone and combine it with efficient local broadband
service, then more customers can obtain faster, more reliable and
less expensive Internet service. But to do that, U S WEST needs
the Feels approval on this petition.

unnecessary regulatory burdens prohibit people like myself, who are
in the greatest need of advanced data transmission services because
we live in rural areas, from taking full advantage of technological
services such as digital subscriber lines with high speed access
to the Internet. If U S WEST is permitted to bring high-speed,
broadband capabilities to more communities throughout its region,
Americans in less urban areas of the country will be able to
experience the same advantages of advanced ~elecommunications as
citizens of metropolitan areas. In short, I hope that you will
support the merits of the U S WEST petition and provide the much
needed regulatory relief that will ensure rural communities are not
left behind in the Information Age.

Sincerely

wi
David E. Kerrick

OEK:bem

.'
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InContext and Principals

This report was prepared by InContext@ Inc., an international information company based at
1615 L Street, N.W., Suite 650, Washington, D.C. 20036 (phone 202.659.1023, fax
202.293.9236). InContext specializes in politico-economic analyses that take economic data
(such as numbers of jobs in specific types oflocal businesses) and juxtapose those data with
local geographic areas defined either by a political jurisdiction (such as a state assembly district
or a city council district) or an economic service jurisdiction (such as a daily newspaper service
area, a local gas utility service area, or a Yellow Pages market area) or a particular local/regional
market area impacted by a major entertainment/sports event.

InContext's work is distinguished by extensive and creative uses of digital computer software
for multicolor mapping and charting. InContext's politico-economic analyses rely on the age
old adage that a picture is worth a thousand words.

Major clients currently using InContext's products include: the Regional Bell Operating
Companies (the Baby Bells), the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, the Penske Corporation, Eli
Lilly, Philip Morris Companies, local gas utilities. and major media advertisers and distributors.

William Lilley III, chairman and co-founder of InContext:R: Inc., is an economic historian with
experience in the private and public sectors. Mr. Lilley was a senior corporate official of CBS
Inc. in New York. Previously, he served as Director of the U.S. Council on Wage and Price
Stability and as Staff Director of the Budget Committee for the U.S. House of Representatives.
He received his Ph.D. from Yale University, taught at Yale, and has written widely on both
economic policy and the communications media.

Laurence J. DeFranco, president and co-founder of InContext® Inc., is an expert in the new
field of geo-economics which merges the disciplines of economics, geography and computer
science. Mr. DeFranco has co-authored many studies on the effects of economic policy on
businesses. He has provided expert testimony and addressed industry leaders on economic
policy. He is also president of Program Flow, Inc., a research and consulting firm in McLean,
Virginia. Previously, he worked for CBS Inc.

Lilley and DeFranco have recently co-authored a trilogy of books on the politics and
demographics of state legislative government, all published by Congressional Quarterly Books in
Washington, D.C. The several titles are: The Almanac olState Legislatures (1994); The State
Atlas ofPolitical and Cultural Diversity (1996); and State Legislative Elections: Voting Patterns
and Demographics (1997). Lilley and DeFranco also recently published The Sports That Make
Communities Rich: An Inquiry into the Economics ofProlessional Sports. Lilley and DeFranco
also wrote the Impact olRetail Taxes on the Illinois-Indiana Border (FRBC-SL-l) which was
just published by the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago (1997). Lilley and DeFranco also wrote
The Case olthe Transient Taxpayer: How Tax-Driven Price Difrerentials For Commodity
Goods Can Create Improbable Markets which was just published by the Journal ofBusiness
Economics (1998).



Who Could Get Advanced Telecommunications Services in
Montana if LATA Walls Come Down

ANALYSIS & METHODOLOGY

The attached maps of Montana juxtapose the geo-economic relationship of three economic,
political and social factors:

I-the backbone configuration ofthe US West service system capable of providing advanced
telecommunications services (such as high-speed data services particularly valuable to public
institutions like law enforcement agencies or schools);

2-the configuration of the existing LATA barriers in Montana and their precise geographic
relationship to the current US West service backbone;

3-the precise geographic locations of all essential public institutions in proximity to the US
West service backbone that could receive advanced telecommunications services if LATA relief
was granted.

CONCLUSION

The maps show that if LATA relief was granted, then many of the hospitals, colleges, schools,
libraries and law enforcement agencies in Montana could receive advanced telecommunications
now available to their urban counterparts in other parts of the United States.

AUTHORITIES & SOURCES

This geo-economic mapping analysis was prepared by the international information firm of
InContext Inc. InContext used publicly-available and independently-collected data sources for
this analysis. US West provided only the configuration of its current backbone facilities.
InContext's credentials are attached on a separate page.

William Lilley III
Chairman & CEO



Who Could Get Advanced Telecommunications Services in Montana
If Li\Ti\ Walls Come Down

Essential Public Institutions
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